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MEETING A 


* ig aaf Exon, Tiverton, Preſeot, 7 
ington, Loughwood, Upottery, . Bucknell, Lyme, 
Chard, Yeouil, Horſington, Crofcomb, Broad- 


By. mead and Pithay, B AIs TOL, Bradford, Frome, 


and Cheltenham : having received letters alſo 
from Plymouth, Ford, Cullumpton,Stoke-Gomer, 


23 Horſly, Sodbury , Melk/ham, 4: rowbridge, Brat- 


ton, eee Bautton' Grittleton and Mal 
bury, and Sarum : being met in allocation 


— at Yeovil, May 24 and 25, 1774, to the ſe- 
vera. churches REY repreſent fend Ouealtian | 
15 ſalutation. ON) | 


Dearly beloved TSS: 8 3 5 : 


2 1 1H ROU CH divine goodneſs we have once more 


haq;the pleaſure of meeting together according 
to our annual appointment and cuſtom, for the 
profeſſed purpoſes af engaging in the public worſhip 


f God, enquiring into the ſtate of the aſſociated 


x .Chardties;! conferring on ſuch matters as they pro- 


cafes be fare the divine throne, and offering you a 


poſe for our conſideration, ſpreading their feveral 


| Word of advice. We opened this our annual ſer- 


* 


vice, by addroſsing him who. alone could bleſs your | 


letters ta-us' or aur to you. We truſt we have more 
than read your betters, we have in fome meaſure felt. 


their miſcellaneous contents, and find:they contain. 
matter both of gratitude and grief, —The removal of 


.fome-from the churches by death, is one gf the moſt 


agreeable ways wherein they could be ſeparated 
i From us, lor though ſomę ot us have hereby been 
deprived of our GR earthly comforts, yet as.. 


CY 
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hereby neither the Lord, nor his cauſe.is diſhonour- 
ed, and as hereby our dear departed Chriſtian 
friends are entered into reſt, we dire not call the 
article of death in your letters the worſt intelligence, 
in them; no, we think the accounts'which we have 
had of ſpiritual deadneſs, immoralities, and excom- 
munications, - are juſter occaſions of lamentation and 
mourning. However, {ome other parts of your let- 
ters have been to us like cold water to a thirſty 
Foul; inaſmueh as they tell us of a general enjoy- 
ment of peace; of your regard for the fundamental 
.rruths of the goſpel, and” of many poor periſhing 
finners having felt the quickening influence of di- 
vine grace on their hearts, ſo as that thereby they 
have been brought home to the Lord Jefus Chriſt, the 
good and chief Shepherd of ſouls, and have enter- 
ed by him into his ſheepfold. Maya ſerfs of theſe dif. 
-ferent events, related in yourletters, be deeply impreſ- 
Z{ ſed upon, and fanctiſied ia your and our minds! And 
| now, to this our prayer, give us leave to fubjoin 
our affectionate caution and advices And firſt, be- 
ware of hypoeriſy, An hypocrite in Zion is a wicked 
perſon, in a godly- man's cloaths. To fuch we would 
ay, your face is towards Zion, but your heart towards 
tin. You love and ſeek your honor before men, 
more than your -inmocence before God. You 
know you cannat make the Lord think Weil of you 
while ſinning, and you alſo know that the eſteem of 
Four fellow profeſſors will avail you nothing af the 
laſt day. One of theſe two things is yout immedi- 
ate duty (viz.) either to drop your ſinful practices, 
Hr your religious character. There is nothing co- 
vered that ſhall not be revealed, neither can an 
ane proſper who covereth his ſin; although for your 
repentance be it known, that whoſoever confeſſeth 
and forfaketh- it, ſhall have mercy—In the next 
place we would-addrefs unhappy backiliders, You 
who either have fallen under ſome degree of church 
cenſure for ſome public irregul arities, of elſe have 
tecreily declined. in perſonal intercourſe with the 
| Lord; and in performing the work of the choſet. 
Nerhaps the carnal eaſe and gratification of your bo- 
.Ey may have been herehy obtained, but it is * 
e e , 
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an ptobable that leanneſs at the ſame time has 
taken place in your ſoul. Senſual indulgences coft 
a backſliding Chriſtian ſomething more valuable 
than money. They coſt him his Credit and uſeful- 
neſs as a profeſſor of religion, as alſo the peace 
of his conſcience, and the growth of grace in his: 
foul. In ſhort; the carnality of a believer occa- 
ſions-the loſs of his manhood in religion, it great - 
ly. weakens his ſtrength, and it deptives him of cour- 
age for God, Profeſſors conformity 10 this World 
in their paſtimes, their tables, and dreſs, has record - 
end many of theit names among bankrupts, both in 
the chutch and ſtate.. 'Confider then from whence, 
and by what you have fallen, and may the forgive 
ing looks. of the compaſsionate redeemer, conſtrain 
you to go out from your darnal companions and 
practices, and weep bitterly { „ 475 I IR 
Io you whole minds are haufited. with horrid pro- 
pPoſals to fin either in matters of faith or of praftice, 
permit us 10 ſay, if thefe temptations diſtreſs you, 
they are not likely to deftroy. you; for though Sa- 
tan's deſign in tempting you may be your endleſs 
tuin, yet the Lord's deſign in permitting his peo- 
ple to be tempted, is often to make them more .{kil- 
ful in the ufe. of their armour, and to glorify the 
ower of his own grace. Many a temptation though. 
it was deſigned by Satan to draw a Chriſtian from 
God, yet the Lord has made it the very mean of 
bringing him near to his ſeat ; and as one ſays, A. . 
Chriſtian generally fights beſt on his knees.“ — 
Think noi that your temptations are fuch as no real 
Chriſtian feels, for it has been found that thaſe per- 
ſons who have been moſt. eminent for grace, have 
alſo been maſt eminently. tempted; Loving the leaſt 
fin is a much greater evidence of a graceleſs ſtate, 
than feeling the maſt horrid temptations. Thoſe 
are our worſt enemies which moſt.oppaſe our boli- 
neſs, not thofe which only diſtreſs our minds. If 
under the buffetings of Satan you, like Paul, hetake 
yourſelves to Chriſt, you will alſo, like him, in ths 
iſſue, receive that. grace which is ſuſficient-for you, 
and will ſhortly ſee Satan bruiſed under your feet > 
for God is faithful who hath promiſed; he alſo Wil 


Are vou troubled's with irreligious relivions wy 
is often the lot of the righteous. It is your merey 
you are not like them, and it was ſovereign grace 
alone, that made you to differ; and if their impiety 
and unkindneſs be over-ruted for your living leſs 
upon creatures, and more upon the Lord, it is a ſign 
that he has turned the curie into a bleſsing to you. 
Return malice and curfing, wirh pity and prayer; 
for the prayers of good people for the converſion of 

their thoughtleſs and ſinful relations, have ſome- 
times been anſwered after W themlclves: have 
been in heaven. 

Are you exerciſed wth. bodily 3 ang: 
Pain ? Probably'thisis.needful for your deeper con- 
viction of the demerit of ſin, and for your hav- 
ing your:thoughts miore fixed rr der death and a fu- 
ture ſtate. © 
Are you poor as to this world ? Poventy ir ina pro- 
feſſor if connected with honeſty, is no diſgrace o 
religion, nor evidence of the divine diſpleaſure to- 
wards the ſoul.- The whole univerſe is your Father's, 
Believer; but his wiſdom ſees your preſent ſtraiten - 

ed circumſtances to be ſafeſt for you. It is much 
better to be walking in hunger and rags towards hea- 
ven, than in luxury and pomp towards hell, Afflic- 
ive providences are uſually uſeful to believers fouls, 


The nurſe ſometimes. puts wormwood to tlie breaſt, 15 


in order to wean the. child from it, ſo the Lord 
imbitters the world: to: his People to wean them 
from. that. = 
Endeavour to <a upon. Cliift—Let his Arier 
be adored, and his mediation embtaced. I et life 
de expected from him, and let life be canfecrated to 
him. He who is all in our ſalvation, ſhould be. 
all in our care. We can have no peace but front 
lim, and. we ſhould have: no pleaſure hut for him. 
— Labour to know and feel more of the peculiar 
truths of the goſpel, tor this not only tends to pre- 
vent inſtability and fickleneſs, but alſo unholineſs 


of heart and * of life; for as that: great, divine Dr. 


Owen ſays; „ Sandtification is the influence of! truth. 
through the bleſſing f bd onthe mind of man. 


—Difruſt,. ponder; and:regulate: all the clamorous: 


N of 1 outward man. Be not haſty to.obey 
DD, Its 


mme ͤn 1k 4 
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ik. Much greater pleaſure Tometimes atiſes from 4 
ſſtern denial than a fond indulgence of it! Self. mr 
tification has more of a heavenly ſuperſcription up- 
on it chan ſelfegratification, and though the latter 
may excite "HOR carnal pleaſure in proſpect, yet 
the forme yields moſt in reflection. Thiiik not light. 
y of what is the ſubject of meditation. The thoughts 
fometimes ſtrangely defile the mind, unftt it for the 
reſidence of the Holy Ghoſt; and dargeroully di. 
poſe it for overt acts of fin ; but whenever any pe- 
_ culiar propenſity towards fin be difcovered/I&t 55 
be deemed a time of preſſing need of teſtrainfug 
grace, and let nothing prevent an immediate appli- 
cation to the Lord for it. Expet nothing from ür 
own heart but ſin, for this will be attended with tlie 
leaſt diſappointment, and one would think be pre 
ventive of pride and ſelf-confiden ne. 
In the cloſet endeavour d think of the Tord 
when you either ſpeak to him, or read of Him there” 
Our ſecret prayers are often haſty in che morning,” 
and ſleepy in the evening, entered upon with reluc- 
tance, performed with careleſſnieſs, and clofed With 
ſorgetfulneſs. Meer converſe with duties themſelbes 
is inſipid, and in ſome ſenſe uſeleſs, but conderſt H 
God in them 1s delightful and quickening.— Let! 
each member of a church endeavour to be one f 
the commendablæ few who begin the public wort 
of the Lord's houſe and day, and let not your cauſt 
leſs departure diſturb thoſe who chufe to ſtay till hr? 
whole ſervice 1s ended. And remember that a place 
{et apart for divine-worſhip- is not a'very proper 
one fbr folding the hands to fleep, nor for exceſſive 
dreſs, gazing; and compliments. It is aid of Col. 
Gardiner, that he paid no compliments to felſo greas 
tures during his aitend ance on divine Worſhip If 
you will do any thing for your miniſters, be entreat- 
ed to pray for them, and that not only when your | 
miniſters hear you, but in private. Secret and fer-, 
vent prayers for your miniſters are ſome of Four belt 
Favors towards them, and ſome of the beſt eviderices; , 
Of 7our being the .xeal friends of 1 the 
. peace of a church be evereftecnicd as on of irs moſt 
Freeious bleſſings, for though truth ſhould ever be 
11 5 Preferred 
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Preferred to peace, yet even truth itſelf is not likely to 
profit without peace, and in order to promote peace 
we had need among other things to watch againſt 
felf-will and backbiting. It ſhould not only be known 
that a perſon is a profeſſor of religion by his name 
being regiſtered in the church-book, or by his ſtaying: 
at private church- meetings, but it fhould alſo be 
- known by his ſpeech and deportment in the fami- 
ly and the word, And let love from the heart be 
exerciſed towards profeſfors of all denominations, 
Ihe national affairs ſhould be thought of and 
ſpread before the Lord, that the kingdom may not: 
e-divided againſt itfelf, and that the unhappy. dif- 
ferences fubſiſting between the Mother country and 
her American colonies. may be accommodated with 
out ſhedding ofblood.——In your letters, the diſ- 
treſſes of the poor are juſtly and affectionately taken 
notice of, and ſo let them be alſo in your ſolemn - 
addreſſes to the Lord, for from him alone relief can 
come. It is lamentable that while poverty ſo much 
abounds among the labouring people, drunkenneſs 
ſuperabounds, but we would not ſuppofe that this 
evil is chargeable upon any of you whom we now.. 
adarefs, for though many of you "are poor as to this 
world's goods, yet we truſt you are of them whe 
are not only choſen to inherit a kingdom in the 
world to come, but alſo while here to be rich in 
faith and good works. And now, dear brethren, 
we conclude this our annual epiſtle, with our earneſt; 
wiſhes and prayers that you may be kept by the 
power of God unto eternal ſalvation, and that we 
may meet you,. together with all the redeemed of. 
the Lord, on mount Zion abeve, and for ever unite 
with you in celebrating the high praifes of him whe 
hath called us to his kingdom and glory. Amen} 


Signed at the requeſt, and 1 ; 
vn the behalf of the whole a 
ven EVANS, Moderator, * 
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TUESDAY afternoon brother L. Pitt began thæ 
meeting in prayer, brother H. Evans was choſen 
moderator, the preliminaries of the aſſociation and 
the letters from the churches were read, brother 
Kingdon was deſired to draw up the General Letter, 
and the meeting was cloſed in prayer by brother 
Sor teridge. r . 
Early on Wedneſday morning, our brethren, 
Whitchurch, Allſop, Wyke, and Pyne, improved time 
in prayer, the General Letter was read, approved, 
| Rs ſigned, and the meeting concluded by our bro. 
Ther RR. i PO 
The public meeting was opened at 10, by brother 
 Kingdon, brother Day followed in prayer, a ſermon 
was then pre#ched by our brother H.Evans, from Iſai. 
li. 9. Awake, amvake, put on ſtrength, O arm of the 
Lord ; and the ſervice was cloſed by him in prayer, 
Ihn the afternoon the meeting was opened by our 
brother Sprague, brother Lewis ſucceeded, a ſermon. 
was then preached by aur brother Tommas, from 2 Cor. 
iii. 9. For if the miniſtration of condemnation be glory, much 
more doth the miniſtration of righteouſneſs exceed in glory 2 
and the meeting was cloſed by him in prayer. 
Several affairs were then conſidered, and it was 
 AcrgeD, nemine contradicente. That the hearty 
and affe ionate thanks of this aſſociation be preſent- 
ed to the Committee for managing the LATE APPLt- 
CAT1ONS to Parliament for the enlargement of the 
toleration act, and the eſtabliſnment of religious li- 
berty upon a truly proteſtant foundation; for the 
zeal and activity they have already exerciſed in og d 
moting this great and deſirable object, and their 
firmneſs in the reſolutions they have formed and 
made public, ſtill to purſue it. „ 
That we alſo join with our brethren in Wales, in 
acknowledging our great obligations to Sir Harry 
Houghton, and thoſe other honorable and noble mem- 
bears of the legiſlature, who favored and promoted 
this application in both houſes of parliament, 1 
And further, That we ate ready to unite in any 
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: important oljetty; and. moſt cearnettly hope. ſuch ap- 
g 5 plieation will be crowned with ſucceſs. 

© - dae recommend days of e nplia- 
q | # 8 5M Er as  heretc ofpre._ 8 | 


Agreed, 40 hold the next. aſſociation it Brad val, 
2 , an | ne Tueſday: and Wedfieſday i in the V kft- 
"Fon. 7 15 begin Tueſday "afternoon . hire c 
"clo of d that our. "brethren. oy Evans and Day 
bo of ſermons, or in wi of, the Fat ue {7% 
n 71 our brother. Francis, ,. 78 
* e was oed in acer as uſual, by 
Or, 
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